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DEDICATION 

This commentary is dedicated to my wife, Rani, who has been my soulmate and my 
encouragement for these last 39 years, as we have travelled and preached in many nations. 
There have been many good experiences, (and some not so good ones), but throughout these 
travelling adventures for the Lord, He has always been faithful; He is a person whom we have 
come to trust, in ALL situations ~ in the good, the bad, and the ugly. 

COPYRIGHT: 

The contents of this book remain the copyright property of the author, Rev. Dr Jeffry David 
Camm, and his estate, in succession. Permission is given for the use of parts of this document 
for Bible Study Groups, Evangelism, or Private Study. Permission is given for the whole of 
this document to be reproduced by Christian organisations for evangelistic and/or Bible 
College reference purposes, provided it is not sold for profit. 

FOREWORD: 

This book is an attempt to shed some new light and revelation on the Epistle to the Churches 
in Galatia, written by Apostle Paul, to a Roman Province, with mixed history, ethnic, and 
cultural background, dating back several centuries. 


INDEX NOTATIONS: 
1. The numbers indicated in text (for example *And) refers to cross references to other 
confirmation scriptures. 
2. Some areas shall be shaded grey, and relate to prophetic times in scripture. For 
example [F] means that this scripture relates to the First Coming of Jesus to the earth. 


3. [h]* this is the alternate meaning of the Hebrew word. 


CHAPTER 1: SAUL/PAUL RE-LEARNS THE SCRIPTURES IN ARABIA 


After Saul’s dramatic conversion on the road to Damascus, 
as recounted in Acts chapter 9, Saul went into the Arabian 
desert, to attend “Holy Spirit Bible College”, to re-learn all- 
of His Old Testament teachings, recognizing that Jesus 
Christ, the Promised Messiah had come. [Unlike the 
Sanhedrin, who were still waiting for him to come]; 
Saul was now what we call a Messianic Jew, a Jew who 
believes in Jesus as the Messiah. 

Modern-day theologians think of Saudi Arabia as the Arabia 
referred to in scripture, but research show that is not the 
case. 

Research clarifies that the region called “Arabia” 
in Galatians 1:17 should be associated with “Arabia 
Petrea”, or the kingdom of Nabatea. 

With its capital at Petra, Nabatea, flourished for several 
centuries, and remained independent from Roman control 
during Paul’s lifetime. Witherington? thinks that Paul likely 
spent time in Petra, which was situated on the major trade 
route, that brought spices across the Arabian Peninsula— 
from the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean Sea. Another 
biblical passage, seems to support the idea that Paul 
preached while in Arabia. 

In 2 Corinthians 11:32-33, Paul says that King Aretas tried 
to arrest him in Damascus. This refers to King Aretas IV, 
who ruled Nabatea from 9 B.C.E. to 40 C.E. Why would the 
Nabatean king have known about Paul, and wanted to 


1 Ben Witherington III of Asbury 
Theological Seminary 


arrest him? Witherington thinks it’s likely that Paul came to the king’s attention while 
preaching in Nabatea: “The best bet is that Paul had tried out his gospel in Arabia Petrea, 
and the king wanted to arrest him for promulgating a non-Nabatean religion, in his territory 
without permission.” 


CHAPTER 2: HISTORY OF THE GALATIAN REGION 


Galatia, refers to a region in north central Turkey; Ankara, the capital of modern Turkey, was 
once a major Galatian city, named Ancyra. The name of Galatia, is derived from the 20,000 
Gauls, who settled in the region in 278 B.C.E. [Before Christian Era]. 
They settled into an area, already conquered by the Greeks, so Greek philosophy and multi- 
religious beliefs, were not-uncommon to them. 
More than two centuries later, in 25 B.C.E., the area became a Roman province, and was 
extended to the south. They were then introduced to the concept of a man being God, as 
the Romans worshipped Caesar. 
In Paul’s day, around 30 - 67 A.D., the new province included the regions of Pisidia, Phrygia, 
and Lycaonia. Scholars often refer to these new, southern regions as “south Galatia” and to 
geographic Galatia as “north Galatia. 
Yet recent archaeological discoveries, suggest that Galatia extended even further south 
during the first century C.E. ~ meaning that the audience of Paul’s letter, might have been 
larger than earlier supposed. 
Mark Wilson, of the Asia Minor Research Center in Antalya, Turkey', examines the size of 
Galatia, at the time that Paul visited and wrote his letter. As suggested by its title, “Galatia 
in Text, Geography, and Archaeology,” his article weighs all the available evidence for tracking 
down this province’s borders, to determine the original audience of Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians. 
Sao Dated to the late 40’s, C.E., this Latin inscription from Perga? 
mentions Galatia and Pamphylia, as a joint Roman province, and 
names Sextus Afranicus Burrus, as its procurator. 
=. The Book of Acts records Paul’s travels through “south Galatia,” 
+ including the cities of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and 
Derbe (Acts 13-16). Paul also visited Perga and Attalia in the 
region of Pamphylia, on the Mediterranean coast (Acts 13-14). 
Three recent archaeological discoveries suggest that these cities 
in Pamphylia, were part of Galatia when Paul visited the region: 
The Stadiasmus Patarensis, a road monument from the city of 
= Patara in the region of Lycia, dates to 46 C.E. and lists Pamphylia 
s as a bordering province. 
While : some scholars had thought Lycia and Pamphylia were a joint province at this time, this 
road monument contradicts that theory, and shows that Pamphylia and Lycia were not a joint 
province, when Paul visited the area. 
Further, two Latin inscriptions, excavated from the city of Perga in Pamphylia, name Galatia 
and Pamphylia, as a joint province during the late 40’s and early 50’s A.D. 
These inscriptions, show that the province of Galatia stretched from central Anatolia, to the 
Mediterranean Sea, during Paul’s day. Wilson concludes that the audience of Galatians, would 
have included cities in Pisidia, Phrygia, Lycaonia, and Pamphylia. Learn more about Galatia 
in Mark Wilson’s article “Galatia in Text, Geography, and Archaeology,” published in the Fall 
2020 issue of Biblical Archaeology Review. [This is a recommended read, to get a clear 
understanding of the culture of the area, that Apostle Paul encountered when He visited there, 
on his missionary journey]. 


1 In the Fall 2020 issue 2 Photo: Mark Wilson. 
of Biblical Archaeology 
Review 


CHAPTER 3: THE REASON FOR PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CHURCHES IN GALATIA 


Introduction 

As recorded in the Book of Acts, Paul travelled throughout this region, introducing a new 
religious teaching into the smorgasbord of religions, that already existed in this Roman 
Province. Many people listened and accepted his teachings, and small churches were 
established. But after Paul left, to travel to another place on his missionary journey, along 
came Orthodox Jews who tried to discredit Paul’s teachings, and lead the people back to 
“traditional Judaism”. 

It is for this reason that Apostle Paul uses the first two chapters of his letter to the Galatians, 
to re-establish his position as an Apostle, chosen by God (not appointed by man) and the 
reason for His teaching to them. In Chapter 3 onwards, He then gets down to the real 
problems that are now in existence in the churches in Galatia. 


CHAPTER ONE: PAUL JUSTIFIES HIS POSITION AS AN APOSTLE OF GOD ~ NOT MAN 


Verse 


Verse description 


Comments 


1 


Paul, an apostle, (‘not of men, 
neither by man, but “by Jesus Christ, 
and God the Father, who raised Him 
from the dead). 


Paul makes this first statement, to clearly 
identify to the Galatians, on whose 
authority He came to them, delivering 
God’s message. He does not belong to a 
man-made religion, nor was he appointed 
to his position by any man; but was 
appointed to this position by Jesus Christ 
Himself, and confirmed by God the Father, 
who raised Jesus Christ from the dead. 


He might deliver us from this present 
7evil world; according to the will of 
God and Our Father? 


2 And all *the brethren which are with | Paul includes all-of the people who are 
me, unto the churches of Galatia. travelling with him, as having the same 
message and appointments from Jesus 

Christ, not from any man-made religion. 

3 °Grace be to you, and peace, from | In this blessing to the people of Galatia, 
God the Father, and from our Lord | Paul clearly establishes the order of 
Jesus Christ. authority, of who he is coming to teach 

them, through this letter. It is clearly 
identified; 
a) First, God the Father, and then; 
b) Jesus Christ, the Son, whom the 
Father raised from the dead. 
4 Who gave Himself for our sins, that | Paul reminds the churches in Galatia, that 


not one of their other gods, was willing to 
give up their own lives willingly, to cover 
the sins of their followers, to remove us 
from this evil world and make us members 
of His kingdom here on earth. 


1 See verse 11 & 12 
? Acts 9:6, 1 Timothy 1:1, Titus 


1:3 


4 Acts 16:6 
5 Romans 1:7 


3 Philippians 4:21 


5 Matthew 20:28 
7 John 15:19 


To whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


Paul completes his prayer with rejoicing, 
because Jesus did this to glorify the 
Father, because we (the Disciples) are His 
glory to the Father. 


I marvel that you are so soon 
removed from ‘Him that called you 
into the grace of Christ unto another 
gospel: 


Apostle Paul now chides the church leaders 
and the disciples in the Galatian churches, 
because they have moved away from the 
Gospel that Paul was teaching unto 
“another gospel”, and as a result, it has 
moved them away from the Grace of Jesus 
Christ, and from his protection. Allowing 
the evil one to come in and cause problems 
within their ranks. 


Which is not another; but there be 
some that *trouble you, and would 
pervert the Gospel of Christ. 


After Paul left the Galatian churches, to 
continue on his missionary journey, other 
Orthodox Jews came to question the 
authority of Paul and his gospel about 
Jesus Christ. They tried to pervert the 
truth of the message that Paul was 
preaching, and to divert them back to 
“traditional Judaism”. 


BUT, though we, or ?an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto 


you, than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be 
accursed. 


Paul makes it very clear, that even if an 
angel appears to them  and_ starts 
preaching to them a different gospel than 
what Paul have already preached to them, 
then THIS ANGEL IS NOT FROM GOD; BUT 
FROM THE EVIL ONE! Therefore, let that 
person, or angel be accursed! 


As we said before, so say I now 
again; If any man preaches any other 
gospel unto you than that you have 
already received, let him be 
4accursed. 


Paul makes it very clear by repeating it, 
that any man (or angel) who comes to 
them preaching any other gospel than the 
one they have already received in to their 
hearts from Paul, then that man (or angel) 
is accursed, and should not be allowed to 
remain in their presence. 


10 


For, do I now persuade men, or God? 
Or do I seek °to please men? For it 
yet pleased men, I should not be the 
servant of Christ. 


So, Paul now challenges them to answer 
some questions: Have I come to you to 
please God, or to please man? What is in 
it for me, if it is to please man? If I have 
come to please man, then I am not a 
servant of Jesus Christ. You must decide 
now, what was my reason for coming to 
you in the first place? 


11 


But I certify you, brethren, that °the 
gospel that I preach is not after man. 


Paul makes it plain to the Galatian 
churches that the gospel that he preached 
to them was not by sweet talk or flattery, 
but was inspired by the Holy Spirit of God. 


1 See verse 15; chapt. 5:8 
2 Acts 15:24, chapt. 5:10 


3 2 Corinthians 11:14 
2 Compare with chapt. 5:12 


54 Thessalonians 2:4 
5 Romans 2:16 


12 


For +I neither received it from man, 
neither was I taught it (by man), but 
by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 


Paul now states under whose authority he 
has received this word. It was not given to 
him by man, nor was it taught to him by 
man, but he received this word by the 
direct revelation of Jesus Christ, through 
His Holy Spirit. 


13 


For you have heard of my 
3conversation in time past in the 
Jews’ religion, how that beyond 


measure I persecuted the church of 
God, and wasted it; 


Paul again reminds the Galatians about his 
former role, in zealously persecuting the 
followers of Christ, before He go saved, 
and how, as a result, many became 
martyrs for Jesus. 


14 


And profited in the Jews’ religion 
above many of my ‘equals in my own 
nation, °being more exceedingly 
zealous of the traditions of my 
fathers. 


Because He was zealous in his cause of 
seeking out the “followers of the way” and 
arresting them, he advanced more quickly 
in the Sanhedrin than many other people 
of the same age as He was at that time. 


15 


But when it pleased God, ‘who 


separated me from my _ mother’s 
womb, and ’called me by His grace 


God’s plans are perfect, and at God's 
appointed time, God called Saul, for the 
task that was chosen for him, before 
creation, to become a witness to the 
Gentiles. 


16 


17 


To reveal His Son in me, ®that I might 
preach Him among the _ heathen; 
immediately I conferred not with flesh 
and blood; 


Neither went I up to Jerusalem to 
them which were Apostles before me: 
but I went into Arabia and returned 
again unto Damascus. 


Saul’s conversion on the Damascus Road, 
and his subsequent healing of blindness by 
Ananias, caused him to rethink his 
previous teachings and position about “the 
followers of the way”. He needed to get 
divine revelation about this. 


As is indicates in chapter 1, Saul went into 


Arabia for 4 years to re-learn all-of his 
Judaic teachings of the Torah, by the Holy 
Spirit, revealing that Jesus Christ is the 
Messiah and getting the revelation of this 
from the Prophets in the Old Testament. 


18 


Then after *°three years, I went up to 
Jerusalem, to see Peter, and abode 
with him for fifteen days. 


So, after his conversion, Saul spent 4 
years in Arabia (Nebatean Kingdom), 
relearning his scriptures, then 3 years 
back in Damascus, before He was 
prompted by the Holy Spirit to go visit 
Apostle Peter in Jerusalem. So, this took 
7 years, before God was ready to send Him 
on his next journey. 


19 


But other of the apostles saw I none, 
save '!James, the Lord’s brother. 


This must have been an interesting 15 
days discussing the events of his 
conversion with Pater and then with 
James. They need to be sure that He was 
fully converted and now a true disciple of 
Jesus Christ. 


1 4 Corinthians 11:23 
2 2 Corinthians 12:2,7 
: Ephesians 4:22; Hebrews 13:7 
4 Greek means “equal in years” 


2 Philippians 3:6 
S Romans 1:1,5 
7 See verse 6 


2 See 4:25 
10 Acts 9:23 
1T Acts 12:17 


8 Acts 9:15; chapt. 2:7-8 


20 


Now the things which I write unto 
you, behold before God, I lie not. 


So, Paul takes and oath, on the name of 
the Lord, that what He is telling the church 
is true. 


21 


Afterwards, I came into the regions of 
1Syria and °Cilicia; 


He preached in these places, confirming 
that He now supported the believers, not 
persecuting them. 


22 


And was unknown by face unto the 
churches of Judea ?which were in 
Christ 


He came as an unknown and unrecognised 
person to these churches. 


23 


But they had heard only, that he 
which persecuted us in times past, 
now preaches to faith, which once he 
destroyed. 


So, these churches had heard about Saul 
and how he had persecuted the churches 
in the past, but now was preaching the 
faith in Jesus Christ. 


24 


And “they glorified God in me. 


Notice they did not glorify Saul/Paul, but 
they glorified the God in him, who had 
changed his direction and path, that was 
not glorifying Jesus in his missionary 
preaching. 


CHAPTER TWO: PAUL MAINTAINS THE TRUE GOSPEL AGAINST PETER 


Verse 


Verse Description 


Verse Comments 


1 


Then fourteen years afterwards 71 
went up again to Jerusalem with 
®Barnabas, and I took ’Titus with me 
also. 


After preaching on the mission-field for 
fourteen years, Paul goes with Barnabas 
up to Jerusalem and takes Titus (a Greek) 
with him. Now, in all that time, he had no 
support from any Christian organization. 
He earnt money & supported himself by 
making tents. Like myself, I worked as a 
consultant engineer for 16 governments, 
for more than 30 years, which has enabled 
me to preach the word in 43 nations, and 
planting 39 pioneering churches, in places 
no churches existed before. Paul lays down 
the template for missionaries, and how 
they should operate in the body of Christ 
today. This is a lesson for all present, and 
future missionaries. 


2 And I went up ®by (Holy Spirit) Under the direct revelation of the Holy 
revelation, and communicated unto Spirit, Paul (as He is now known) went up 
them that gospel, which I preach to Jerusalem to speak privately to the 
among the Gentiles, but °privately to | leaders of the Church in Jerusalem and 
them, which are of reputation, lest explain to them in details what message he 
by any means ?°I should run, or had | had been preaching to the Gentiles. 
run in vain. 

3 But neither Titus, who was with me, | After hearing the message that Paul had 
being a Greek, ‘was compelled to been preaching to the Gentiles, the church 
be circumcised. leaders in Jerusalem agreed, and did not 

require Titus to be circumcised. 
1 Acts 15:21 > Acts 15:2 8 Chapt. 1:12 
2 Acts 9:30 5 Acts 4:36 2 [h]~ severally 
3 2 Corinthians 5:17 ” 2 Corinthians 2:13-14, See 10 See chapt. 4:11 
4 2 Corinthians 9:13 Verse 3 11 Acts 16:3 


And that because of ‘false brethren, 
unawares brought in, who came in 
privily to spy out %our liberty, which 
we have in Christ Jesus, “that they 
may bring us (back) into bondage. 


There were “legalists” who came in to spy 
on us, and to see what liberty and 
freedoms we have under the rules for 
those who follow Jesus Christ, and who 
attempted to lead us back into bondage of 
the Torah law. 


To whom we_ gave place to 
subjection, no, not for an hour; that 
the truth of the gospel might continue 
with you. 


These people were not accepted, not even 
for an hour, because their doctrine was 
false and was putting the people back 
under bondage, when Jesus Himself had 
already said was wrong. 


But of these who seemed to be 
somewhat (whatsoever they were, it 
makes no matter to me; God accepts 
no man’s person:), for they who 
seemed to be somewhat _ in 
conference, added nothing to me: 


These people put forward their case in 
conference, but it did not add one single 
thing to me, above and beyond anything, I 
have had already revealed to me through 
the Holy Spirit. 


7-8 


But contrariwise, when they saw that 
‘the gospel of the uncircumcision 
Swas committed unto me, as the 
gospel of the circumcision was unto 
Peter; (For He that wrought 
effectually in Pater to the apostleship 
of the circumcision; the same ’was 
mighty in me towards the Gentiles:). 


These people saw the evidence in what 
they heard and saw and realised that the 
same Holy Spirit which had anointed Peter 
to be an Apostle to the Jews, had anointed 
me to preach the message of salvation to 
the Gentiles. 


And when James, °Cephas (Peter), 
and John, *°who seemed to be 
11nillars, perceived the grace that was 
given unto me, they gave to me and 
12Barnabas, the right hand of 
fellowship; that we should go to the 
heathen, and they go to _ the 
circumcision. 


They were given “the right hand of 
fellowship”, by the leaders of the 
Jerusalem church, acknowledging that 
they had been called by God, into ministry, 
unto the Gentiles, whilst they had been 
called into that same ministry among the 


Jews. 


h. 
We must understand that most churches 
today are “legal entities”, (registered 


incorporated bodies), as non-profits, or as 
charities, so that they can get government 
exemptions from taxes. 


Here the leadership of the church in 
Jerusalem was recognising the divine 
calling on the lives of Barnabas & Paul to 
go and minister to the Gentiles (the 
uncircumcised). 


° 4 Corinthians 1:12 
10 See 2:6 

11 Revelation 3:12 
12 See verse 1 


> Acts 9:16, chapt. 1:16, see 
verse 8 

© 4 Timothy 1:11 

7 See chapt. 3:5 

8 James, the brother of Jesus 


1 2 Corinthians 11:26 

2 2 Peter 2:1 

3 See chapt. 5:1 

4 See chapt. 4:3,9,24.25;5:1 


10 


Only they would ‘that we should 
remember the poor; *the same which 
I also was forwards to do. 


The only instruction that the leadership in 
Jerusalem gave to us was that we must 
remember the poor and I also agreed to do 
this 


11 


But when Peter was come to ?Antioch, 
I withstood him to the face; because 
he was to be blamed. 


A confrontation occurs when Peter comes 
to Antioch, because Peter was “not 
practising what He was preaching”! 


12 


For before that, certain came from 
James, he did eat with the Gentiles: 
BUT when they were come, he 
withdrew and separated himself, 
fearing them which were of the 
circumcision. 


So, a group came from James, in the 
Church in Jerusalem and they ate with the 
Gentiles, in the church at Antioch, but then 
when “other Jews” came, they separated 
themselves from the Gentiles (according to 
the Old Testament Law) and refused to eat 
with the Gentiles; because they feared 
what the Jews would say. This was not an 
acceptable witness, and Paul calls them 
out for this “double standard”; saying that 
it did not glorify God, nor was it according 
to the message that Peter was preaching. 


13 


And the other Jews’ dissembled 
likewise with him: insomuch that 
Barnabas also, was carried away with 
their dissimulation. 


This was serious: even Barnabas, who was 
previously a Priest in the Sanhedrin, was 
fooled by their actions, and disassociated 
himself from the Gentiles in the Church at 
Antioch. Paul therefore, had no choice but 
to confront Peter face to face, in front of 
the whole assembly, and give Him a 
scripture lesson. 


14 


But when I saw that they walked not 
uprightly, according to the truth of 
the gospel, I said unto Peter, before 
them all; If thou, being a Jew, lives 
under the manner of the Gentiles, 
and NOT as do the Jews, why compel 
the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? 


Why do you want to impose the rules of the 
Jews (forbidding association with Gentiles) 
upon them, and expecting them to follow 
our rules as Jews? 


7 Romans 12:13 


2 Acts 24:17 


3 Acts 11:26 
10 


15-16 


We who are Jews by nature, and not 
sinners of the Gentiles. Knowing that 
man is not justified, by the works of 
the Law, but be the faith of Jesus 
Christ, even we (Jews) have believed 
in Jesus Christ, that we might be 
justified by the faith in Jesus Christ, 
and NOT by the works of the Law: for 
by the works of the law, shall no man 
(flesh) be justified. 


INLT says: You and I are Jews by birth, not 
mere Gentile sinners, and yet we Jewish 
Christians know very well that we cannot 
become right with God, by obeying our 
Jewish laws, but only by faith in Jesus 
Christ, to take away our sins. And so, we 
too, have trusted Jesus Christ, that we 
might be accepted by God because of our 
faith ~ and NOT because we have obeyed 
the Jewish laws. For no-one will ever be 
saved by obeying them. 

Paul was highlighting a valuable and 
major difference here, between the Judaic 
beliefs, and to the followers of Jesus Christ. 


17 


But if, we seek to be justified by 
Christ, we ourselves also are found 
*sinners, is therefore Christ the 
minister of sin? GOD FORBID! 


But if we trust Christ to save us, and then 
we find out that we are wrong, and that we 
cannot be saved without circumcision, and 
obeying all the other Jewish laws? Would 
we not say that faith in Christ has ruined 
us? GOD FORBID that anyone should dare 
to think such things about our Lord. 


18-19 


For if I build again the things which I 
destroyed, I make myself a 
transgressor. For I, *through the law 
4am dead to the law, that °I might live 
unto God. 


Here Paul lays out the fundamentals to the 
new Believers, and to the Leadership in 
Jerusalem: Rather, we are sinners, if we 
start rebuilding the OLD SYSTEMS I have 
previously been destroying, of trying to be 
saved by keeping Jewish Laws. [this is 
works]. For it was through reading the 
scriptures that I came to realise that I 
could never find God’s favour by trying, 
and failing, to obey the laws. I came to 
realise that acceptance with God, comes by 
believing in Christ. 


20-21 


I am crucified with Christ; 
nevertheless, I live; yet not I, but 
Christ who lives in me: and the life, 
which I now live, in the flesh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, ’who 
loved me, and ®gave Himself for me. 
I do not frustrate the grace of God: 
for if righteousness comes by the law, 
then Christ’s death was in vain. 


seep have been crucified with Christ; 


and I myself no longer live, but Christ now 
lives in me. And the real life I now have 
within this mortal body, is as a result of 
trusting in the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave Himself for me. I am not one of 
those people who treats the death of Jesus 
Christ as meaningless. For if we could have 
been saved by keeping the Jewish laws, 
then there was no need for Christ to die at 
all. This means that the Old Covenant 
would have been sufficient! There would 
have been no need to for God to reveal to 
Prophet Jeremiah, that He was going to 
activate a new covenant, which would be a 
circumcision, by the Holy Spirit of the 
heart. [Jeremiah 31:31] When Jesus rose 
from the dead, that New Covenant was 
activated! 


1 NLT ~ New Living Translation 
2 See verse 15 
3 Romans 3:20 


4 Romans 7:4,6 
? Romans 6:11 
5 Romans 6:6 


7 Romans 8:37 
8 See 1:4 


11 


If you see a church leader not putting into practise, what he is preaching, then you are duty- 
bound to point this out to him, as Paul did. In the Gospel of Matthew, it suggests that you 
first go to that person and discuss the problem with him face-to-face, pointing out the errors 
FROM THE SCRIPTURES ~ Not from tradition, or public opinion. If he agrees and repents, 
then the matter is settled. 


However, if, he refuses to acknowledge error, or refuses to change, then you are advised to 
have a second meeting, and this time have 2, or 3 elders, or people who are knowledgeable 
in the Word, to come with you to the meeting, and act as “listeners”. Firstly, to decide, if your 
complaint is valid, according to scripture, and then to hear the reasons why the leader refuses 
to acknowledge his error, or refuses to repent. If this happens, then it is the responsibility of 
the elders, to bring that leader before the whole assembly, and report the error and that the 
leader refuses to acknowledge his error, nor repent of his error. Therefore, the leader is now 
in direct rebellion against God, and should be removed from his position, and from the 
assembly. 

Sadly, many times I have seen congregations and/or leaders fail to follow this instruction, 


and as a result, problems arise within the Body for failing to honour the Lord’s instructions. 


CHAPTER THREE: BELIEVERS JUSTIFIED BY FAITH 


Verse 


Verse Description 


Verse Comments 


1 


O foolish Galatians, who has 
bewitched you, ‘that you should 
not obey the truth, before whose 
eyes Jesus Christ has been 
evidently set forth, crucified 
among you? 


Paul, pulls no punches. He proclaims that they 
are fools because they have allowed someone 
to deceive them, and turn away from the truth 
of God word and Jesus Christ crucified. 


the Spirit, and ’works miracles 
among you, does he do it by 
works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith? 


2 This only would I learn of you: | Paul makes is very clear: Did you receive the 
?Received ye the Spirit by works | Holy Spirit, by following the Torah, and by the 
of the law, or *by the hearing of | works of the Law, or by hearing the salvation 
faith? message of Jesus Christ, and of faith in His 

Promises? 

3 Are you so foolish? Having *begun | You received the Holy Spirit by believing in 
in the Spirit, are you now made | faith that Jesus Christ saved you from your 
perfect by the flesh? sins; are you now to be perfected by the flesh? 

NO! 

4 SHave you suffered °so many | Paul reminds them of their persecution and 
things in vain? If it be yet in vain. | suffering for their beliefs: Was this all in vain? 

5 He therefore that ministers to you | You have seen the evidence of people working 


miracles through the Spirit of God. Was that 
done by works of the Law? If that was the case, 
then there would be miracles happening in 
synagogues all over Asia for the last 100 
years; but has that been happening? NO! It 
only happens when people accept Jesus Christ 
as their Savour and by faith put into practise 
what His word is telling us to do through His 
Holy Spirit. 


1 See chapt. 5:7 
* See verse 14; Ephesians 
1:13; Hebrews 6:4 


3 Romans 10:17 
4 See chapt. 4:9 
> Hebrew 10: 32,35-36 


e [h] or so great 
7 See 2:8 


12 


6-7 


Even as ‘Abraham believed God, 
and it was 2accounted to him for 
righteousness. Know therefore, 
that *they which are of faith, the 
same are. the children of 
Abraham. 


Abraham had the same experience ~ God 
declared him to be fit for heaven only because 
he believed God’s promises. You can see from 
this that the real “spiritual children” of 
Abraham are all the men of faith who truly 
trust in God. 


8-9 


And “the scripture, foreseeing 
that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached 
before the gospel unto Abraham, 
stating °in thee, shall all-of the 
nations be blessed. So then, ’they 
which be of faith, are blessed with 
faithful Abraham. 


Furthermore, the scriptures looked forward to 
this time, [in prophecy] when God would save 
the Gentiles also, through their faith. God told 
Abraham long ago when He said: “I will bless 
those in every nation who trust in me as you 
do.” And so it is: all who trust in Christ share 
the same blessing that Abraham received. 


10 


For aS many as are of the works 
of the law are under the curse: 
for it is written: ®Cursed is 
everyone that continues not in 
the things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them. 


Yes, if you still want to try to get into heaven 
by works, then you are still under the curse of 
the law: break one law and you have broken 
all the laws and therefore are cursed before 
God. Without repentance through Jesus Christ, 
NONE SHALL SEE GOD! 


11 


But °that no man is justified by 
the law in the sight of God; it is 
evident; for “!°THE JUST SHALL 
LIVE BY FAITH”! 


Paul spells out clearly that there is no 
justification before God, by following the Laws 
of Moses. The JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH. This 
was the revelation that Martin Luther received 
and which caused him to put up the 95 
questions on the door of the church, 
challenging the Pope to answer them. 
That answer took 458 years to be answered. 


12 


And the law is NOT of faith: BUT 
llthe man that does them shall 
live in them. 


If you want to live by the law, then you must 
obey every one of them ~ without even one 
slip up. Paul says that is impossible. If it was 
possible, there was no need to introduce a New 
Covenant, but Jesus had to come to activate 
the New Covenant of Jeremiah 31:31, because 
the Old Covenant was not good enough. 


13 


?2Christ has redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, by being 
made a curse for us: for it is 
written; *4Cursed is every man 
that hangs on a tree. 


The Blood of Jesus Christ has redeemed us 
(cleansed us) from the curse of the Law, 
because Jesus became that curse for us, when 
He took upon Himself the curse of our sins, and 
nailed them to the cross, as the ransom price 
for our salvation, through his perfect blood, 
which was sprinkled on the Mercy Seat in 
Heaven for us, so that we may once again, be 
able to come in the Father’s presence and re- 
establish fellowship with the Father through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. 


1 Genesis 15:6; Romans 
4:3,9,21-22; James 2:23; 
Romans 4:6 

2 [h]~ imputed 
See verse 29 

4 See verse 22 


5 Romans 3:30 


5 Genesis 12:3 
7 See verse 29 
e Deuteronomy 27:26 


12 9 Corinthians 5:21 


a Deuteronomy 21:23 
15 acts 5:30 


° Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 17; 
Hebrews 10:38 


1 | eviticus 18:5 


13 


14 


That the blessing of Abraham 
might come on the_ Gentiles 
through Jesus Christ; that we 
(Gentiles) might receive ‘the 
promise of the Spirit through 
faith. 


That we as Gentiles may receive the Promises 
of God, as we are grafted into the tree of life 
(again) through the shed blood of Jesus Christ 
on the Cross, and that through Faith the 
Promised Holy Spirit may be given to us, just 
like it was given to the Jews at Pentecost [Acts 
2:38] 


15 


Brethren, I speak after the 
manner of men: Though it be but 
a man’s covenant, yet if it be 
confirmed, no man disannulled, 
or added thereto. 


Dear brothers, even in everyday life, a promise 
made by one man to another ~ if it is written 
down and signed, becomes a contract between 
these two people, and it cannot be changed. 
He cannot decide afterwards to do something 
else instead. God’s promises are the same! 


16 


Now °*to Abraham and his seed 
were “the promises made. He 
says not, and to seeds, as of 
many; but as of one, °and to thy 
seed which is Christ. 


Now God have some promises to Abraham and 
his Child. Notice it does not say that the 
promises were to his children, as it would, if 
all-of his sons ~ (all-of the Jews), were to be 
spoken of, but to his Child, and that of course, 
means Christ. 


17 


And this I say, that the covenant, 
that was confirmed before of God 
in Christ, the law, °which was four 
hundred and thirty years after, 
cannot disannul, that it should 
7make the promise of none effect. 


God the Father made the Promise to Abraham 
and then 430 years later, made the contract 
legal, by writing it in stone (the 10- 
commandments) and giving it to Moses. Even 
though Moses smashed them, to protect the 
nation of Israel from their abominable sin (of 
worshipping the golden calf), it was still a 
binding contract, between God and the 
Descendants of Abraham, so it was written in 
stone once again. We are blessed as 
Christians, that the New Covenant is written in 
our hearts. 


18 


For if I build again the things 
which I destroyed, I make myself 
a transgressor. 


If obeying the 10 commandments could save 
us, then it is obvious that this would be 
different way of gaining God’s favour, than 
Abraham's way; for Abraham simply believed 
and accepted God’s promise. 


19 


Wherefore then serves the Law? 
8It was added because of the 
transgressions, till “the seed” 
should come to whom_ the 
promise was made: and it was 
ordained by angels in the hand of 
a mediator. 


Well then, we must ask ourselves why was the 
Law given? They were added AFTER THE 
PROMISE WAS GIVEN; to show men how guilty 
they are of breaking God’s laws. But this 
system of law was to last only UNTIL THE 
COMING OF CHRIST, the CHILD to whom 
God’s promise was made. There is this further 
difference. God gave his laws to angels to give 
to Moses, who then gave them to the people. 
BUT when God gave His promise to Abraham, 
He gave it to him (personally), without angels, 
or Moses, as a go-between. 


T Acts 2:33 


2 Romans 3:5 
3 Romans 4:16; see verse 8 


4 Acts 13:32 
> Genesis 13:15; 17:8 
5 Exodus 12:40-41 


7 Romans 4:14; Hebrews 6:12 
8 Romans 4:15; 1 Timothy 1:9 


14 


20 


Now ta mediator is not a mediator 
of one; but God is one. 


21 


Is then the law then against the 
promises of God? God Forbid! For 
if there had been a law given 
which could have given (new) life, 
verily righteousness should have 
been by the law. 


Well then, are God’s laws and God’s promises 
against each other? Of Course Not! If we could 
be saved by His laws, then God would not have 
had to give us a different way to get out of the 
grip of sin ~ for the scriptures tell us that we 
are all in the grip of sin ~ we are all prisoners 
to sin. The only way out (of sin) is through faith 
in Jesus Christ; the way of escape is open to 
all who believe in him. 


22 


But *the scriptures have 
3concluded all under sin, that the 
promise by faith of Jesus Christ 
might be given to then that 
believe. 


The Promise given by God to Abraham is that 
all who believe on God’s Son (Jesus Christ) can 
be removed from the prison of sin. 


23 


But before faith came, we were 
kept under the law, shut up unto 
the faith which should afterwards 
be revealed. 


Before the law came, we were subject to the 
law (even if we did not know that the law 
existed), until such time as the faith was 
revealed afterwards - a significant time later. 


24 


Wherefore “the law was our 
schoolmaster, to bring us unto 
Christ, °that we might be justified 
by faith. 


Let me explain it another way. The Jewish laws 
were our teacher and guide, until Christ came 
to give us right-standing with God, through our 
faith. 


25 


But after that Faith is come, we 
are no longer under a 
schoolmaster. 


But after Christ has come, we are no longer 
subject to the law, or the schoolmaster; but we 
are now subject to Christ, through our faith in 
Him, and willingly follow His laws and precepts, 
guided by the Holy Spirit that dwells within us. 


26 


For °you are all the children of 
God, by (your) faith in Jesus 
Christ. 


For now, all who have faith in Jesus Christ, are 
the children of God, and are entitled to all-of 
the Promises that were given to Abraham. 


27 


For ’as many of you that have 
been baptized into Christ, have 
put on Christ. 


When we are baptized, we are baptized into 
the new creation in Christ; and it is now no 
longer I that lives, but Christ that lives inside 
of me. 


28 


There is neither Jew nor Greek 
(Gentile) there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither make 
nor female: for you are one in 
Christ Jesus. 


No longer are the racial distinctions, or gender 
distinctions, or whether we are slaves or free, 
because we all Christians and become one in 
Christ Jesus. 


29 


And if you be Christ’s, °then are 
you Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 


And if you now belong to Christ, you are now 
the true descendants of Abraham = and 
therefore his heirs to the promise. 


Chapters and verse numbers were not introduced until 1531, and sometimes (sadly) I feel 
they are put in the wrong place. This is one case, because Paul continues his argument from 
verse 29 above, and in verse 1 of chapter 4, the argument continues. 


1 4 Timothy 2:5 
* See verse 8 
3 Romans 3:9; 11:32 


4 Matthew 5:17 
7 See verse 11 
6 John 1:12; See 4:5 


7 Romans 6:3 
8 Romans 13:14 
2 Romans 9:7 


15 


CHAPTER FOUR: CHRIST FREES US FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE LAW 


Verse 


Verse Description 


Verse Comments 


1-2 


Now I say, that ‘the heir, as long 
as he is a child, differs nothing 
from a servant, though he be lord 
of all; but is under tutors and 
governors until the time 
appointed of the Father. 


BUT REMEMBER THIS; that if a father dies and 
leave great wealth for his little son, that child 
in not much better off than a slave, until he 
grows up, even though he actually owns 
everything his father had. He has to do what 
his guardians and managers tell him to do, 
until he reaches whatever age his father has 
set, and then he is legally responsible for his 
whole future. 


Even so we, when we were 
children, we were in bondage 
under °the ‘elements of the 
world: 


That is what it was like before Jesus came; we 
were Slaves to Jewish laws and rituals, because 
we thought that they would save us from our 
sins; but in fact, all they did was cover our sins 
for another year; they were never forgiven. 


[F] But °when the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his 
SON, °made of a woman, made 
under the law. 


But at God’s appointed time, God sent His own 
Son, born of a virgin, under the law, to fulfil 
the Law. 


[F] “To redeem them that were 
under the law, that ®we might 
receive the adoption of sons. 


And because you are sons, God 
has sent forth the Spirit of His 
Son, into your hearts, crying, 
Abba Father. 


Jesus came so that he could redeem us who 
were under the law, so that he could adopt us 
as His very own righteous sons. 


And now because we have become his 
righteous sons, He has sent the Spirit of His 
Son, into our hearts so that we can now rightly 
claim God as our Father. 


Therefore, thou are no more a 
servant, but a son: and if °a son, 
then and heir of God through 
Christ. 


Now that we are no longer slaves or servants, 
but sons, we are now entitled to everything 
that God has, because that is the way that God 
Planned it. 


Howbeit then, that when you 
knew not God, you did service 
unto them which are '°by nature 
are not gods. 


Before you Gentiles knew God, you were 
salves to “make-believe gods which did not 
even exist! 


But now, after you have known 
God, or rather are known of God, 
how turn you "again to the 
12weak and beggarly ‘elements, 
whereunto you desire again to be 
in bondage? 


But now you understand and have found God 
(or you realise that God has called you) how 
can it be, that you would choose to go back 
again, and become slaves once more to a 
weak, and poor, useless religion, and try to get 
to heaven by obeying God’s superseded laws? 


10 


You observe, ‘days, ‘months, 
times and years. [That apply to 
the pagan feast days. ] 


Why do you continue to observe the days & 
months, times and seasons, of the pagan feast 
days, which are contrary to God desires for 
you? 


1 See 3:29 
2 See 2:4 


3 Colossians 2:8 
4 [h]~ rudiments 
> Mark 1:15 


5 John 1:14; 
7 See 3:13 


Romans 1:3 


8 Romans 8:15; See 3:26 
2 Romans 8:17 
10 4 Corinthians 8:4 


11 Th]~ back 

12 Hebrews 7:18 
a3 [h]~ rudiments 
14 Romans 14:5 
15 Colossians 2:16 


16 


11 I am afraid of you, ‘lest I have | I am afraid for your souls. That all-of the work 
bestowed upon you labour in | that I have spent here with you has been in 
vain. vain. 

12 Brethren, I beseech you, be as I | Dear Brothers, please feel as I do about these 
am; for I am as you are; you have | things, For I am free from the chains of sin, 
not injured me at all. just like you used to be. You did not despise 

me when I first came and preached to you. 

13 You know 2through the infirmity | Even though I was sick when I came to you, I 
of the flesh I preached the gospel | still preached the gospel to you. 
unto you at the beginning. 

14 And my temptation which was in | In the New Bible Commentary, it is suggested 
my flesh you despised not, nor | that the ‘infirmity of the flesh’ referred to here 
rejected: but receive me as an | (and also as the “thorn in the flesh” in 2 
angel of God, even ‘as Christ | Corinthians 12:7) could have been an attack of 
Jesus. malarial fever, brought on while he was 

preaching in the swampy areas of Perga in 
Pamphylia (Acts 13:13). 

NLT says: But even though my sickness was 
revolting to you, you did not reject me and 
turn me away. NO! You took me in and cared 
for me, as though I was an angel from God, or 
even Jesus Christ Himself. 

15 5Where then is the blessedness | Where is the happy spirit that we both 
you spoke of? For I bear you | experienced when I was here with you before? 
record, that, if it had been | I know that you would have given me your own 
possible, you would have plucked | eyes if that would have helped me. You treated 
your own eyes, and have given | me not as a stranger but as a trusted friend. 
them to me. 

16 Am I therefore become your | Because I now come to tell you the truth, have 
enemy, because I (now) tell you | I now become your enemy? 
the truth? 

17 They °zealously affect you, but | Listen carefully: Those false teachers, who are 
not well: yes, they would exclude | so anxious to win your favour, are not doing it 
?you, that you might affect them. | for your good. What they are trying to do, is to 

shut you off from me, so that you will pay more 
attention to them. 

18 But it is good to be zealously | Be on your guard with these false teachers, 
affected always in a good thing, | that they do not deceive you, by being zealous, 
and not only when I am present | when I am with you, but not when I am absent. 
with you. 

19 8My little children, of whom I | Oh my little “spiritual children”, how you are 
travail in birth again, until °Christ | hurting me! I am once again suffering the 
be formed in you. pains of a mother, waiting for her child to be 

born ~ longing for the time when you will be 
with the indwelling spirit of Christ. 

20 I desire to be present with you | I wish I was there with you right now in the 
now, and to change my voice; for | flesh, so I could reason with you face-to-face, 
10T stand in doubt of you. because at a distance, I frankly don’t know 

what to do, to convince you of your change of 
attitude to the good news of the gospel. 

21 Tell me, you that desire to be | Listen to me, you friends who think that you 
under the law, do you not hear | have to obey the Jewish laws, to be saved: 
the law? Why don’t you study them and find out what 

they really mean? 
1 See 2:2 2 [h]~ what was then 8 4 Corinthians 4:15; 1 


24 Colossians 2:3 


3 See 1:6 


A [h]~ or us 


4 Matthew 10:40 


8 Romans 10:2 


Thessalonians 2:7 
° 2 Corinthians 13:5 
tO [h]~ I am perplexed for you 


17 


22 For “it is written”, that Abraham | Abraham had two sons, Ishmael, the first son 
had two sons, ‘the one by the | by the bondwoman, and the second son, Isaac, 
bondmaid, and *the other by a | from Sarah his wife, as per the promise of God. 
freewoman, was by promise, 

23 BUT, °*he who was of the | There was nothing unusual about the birth of 
bondwoman, was born after the | the slave-wife’s baby. But the baby of the free- 
flesh: *but he that was of the | born wife, was born only after God has 
freewoman was by the Promise. | especially promised to the parents that he 

would come. 

24 These things are an allegory: for | Now this is true story is an illustration of God’s 
these are the two °covenants: the | two ways of helping people. One way was by 
one from the Mount Sinai, which | giving them his laws to obey [The First 
genders °to bondage, which is | Covenant]. He did this on Mount Sinai [Mount 
Hagar. sin-ai], when he gave the Ten Commandments 

to Moses. Mount Sin-ai is also called “Mount 
Hagar”. 

25 For this Hagar is Mount Sinai in | In_ this illustration, Abraham’s_  slave-wife 
7Arabia, and ‘answers to | (Hagar) represents “earthly Jerusalem”, the 
Jerusalem, which now is, and %is | mother-city of the Jews, the centre of the 
in bondage with her children. system of trying to please God, by trying to 

obey all-of His commandments: and the 
children who try to follow that system, are her 
slave-children. 

26 | But *%Jerusalem, which is (from) | But the second Covenant relates to the 
above is free, which is the mother | Heavenly City of Jerusalem, and she is not a 
of us all. slave to the Jewish laws. 

27 | For “it is written”, Rejoice, thou | That is what Isaiah meant when He 
barren that bears not: break forth | prophesied; “Now you can rejoice, O childless 
and cry, you that travails not: for |) woman; you can shout with joy, though before 
the desolate has many more | you never had a child. For I am going to give 
children than she that has a | you many children ~ more children than the 
husband. slave-wife has.” 

28 You and I, dear brothers, “are the children” 

that God promised, just as Isaac was. 

29 And over the centuries we have seen (and still 
see today) the continual conflict between the 
descendants of the bondwoman - [Ishmael], 
continually fighting against the descendants of 
Isaac. These two religions, one of the flesh 
(Islam) and one of the Law (Judaism), both 
trying to gain worldwide supremacy, and both 
ignoring the scriptures which relate to the true 
children of God ~ those who believe in Jesus 
Christ. 

30 All followers of Islam please take note: God 


Almighty has ordained long before Mohammad 
was born that the descendants of Ishmael 
SHALL NOT BE HEIRS WITH THE SON OF THE 
FREEWOMAN. 

The only way to become heirs is to renounce 
your false religion and become followers of 
Jesus Christ ~ “for there is salvation in no-one 
else.” 


1 Genesis 16:15 

2 Genesis 21:2 

3 Romans 9:7 

4 Genesis 17:15-19 

2 [h]~ or Testaments 


7 See 2:4 
7 See 1:17 


with 
2 See 2:4 


. [h]~ or is in the same rank 


10 Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 
3:12; 21:2,10 

11 Isaiah 54:1 

12 See 3:29 

13 Genesis 21:9 


18 


31 


So, rejoice then, because we are no longer 
children of the bondwoman, but children of the 
free, through the Blood of Jesus Christ. 


CHAPTER FIVE: WORKS OF THE FLESH- FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT 


Verse 


Verse Description 


Verse Comments 


1 


Stand fast therefore, in ‘the 
liberty, wherewith Christ has 
made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage. 


Therefore, look back at the previous chapter 
and realise that you are no longer in bondage, 
but have been made the children of the true 
God, through the blood of Jesus Christ, so be 
wary of falling back into the entanglement of 
sin and bondage. 


Behold, I, Paul, say to you, that 
?if you be circumcised, Christ 
shall profit you nothing. 


Paul makes it very clear; If you rely on the 
circumcision of the flesh for your salvation, 
then the blood of Christ means nothing to you. 


For I testify again to every man 
that is circumcised, *that he is a 
debtor to do the whole law. 


That’s the way it was before Jesus came. We 
all thought that by keeping all-of the Jewish 
laws and rituals, that through them, they could 
save US. 


4Christ has become of no effect 
unto you, whosoever of you are 
justified by the law: °you are 
fallen from grace. 


But when the right time came, the time that 
God alone decided upon, he sent his Son, (The 
Child referred to in the Promise to Abraham) 
born of a Jewish woman, as a Jew, to buy our 
freedom, who were slaves to the law, so that 


He could adopt us as His very own sons. 


the Lord, that you will be none 
otherwise minded; but '*he that 
troubles you shall bear _ his 
judgement, whosoever he be. 


5 For we, through the Spirit, °wait | For we are saved by faith in Jesus Christ, and 
for the hope of righteousness by | not by our own works. 
faith. 

6 ’For in Jesus Christ neither | Now because we are His sons He sent the Spirit 
circumcision avails anything, not | of His son into our hearts, so now we can 
does uncircumcision; but ®faith | rightly commune with God as our Father. 
which works by love. 

7 You did run well: who did °hinder | You were doing well, so who was it that drove 
you, that you should not obey the | you back into bondage of the Law? They were 
truth? not bringing you closer to God, but drawing you 

back into sin, which is separation from God. 

8 This persuasion comes not from | This teaching did not come from the one who 
10him that calls you has been calling you back to Himself. 

9 114 |ittle leaven, leavened the | As you all know, a little leaven in the flour, 
whole lump. affects the whole container of flour. So it does 

with teaching; False teaching affects the whole 
soul. 

10 I have confidence in you through | I have confidence in the Spirit of the Lord that 


you will not become doubleminded, and that he 
that is troubling & confusing you shall be 
judged by the Lord, at his appointed time. 


1 John 8:32,36 


2 Acts 15:1 


3 Romans 2:25; see 3:10 


4 See 2:21 


° Hebrews 12:15 


7 


5 Romans 8:23,25 


See 6:15; 1 Corinthians 
7:19; Colossians 3:11 


See 1:6 
1 Colossians 5:6 
See 1:7 


8 4 Thessalonians 1:3; James 


2:18,20,22 


7 [h]~ drive you back 


19 


11 And I, brethren, tif I yet preach | Some people have been saying that I am still 
circumcision, why do I yet suffer | preaching that circumcision and Jewish laws 
persecution? Then is the offence | are still necessary for God’s plan of salvation. 
of the cross ceased. If that was the case, I would not be persecuted 

by people who teach Judaism, as it does not 
offend them at all. The fact that I am being 
persecuted, proves that I am still preaching 
salvation through faith in the cross, and the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ alone. 

12 I would that they were even 3cut | I wish that those that are troubling you would 
off which trouble you. go away and castrate themselves. 

13 For brethren, you have been | But brothers, you have been given freedom 
called *unto liberty: only °use | through Jesus Christ; not freedom to do wrong, 
not liberty for an occasion to the | but freedom to love and serve oner another. 
flesh, but by love, serve one 
another. 

14 For Sall-of the law shall be | For all-of the Law can be summed up in the one 
fulfilled in one word, even this: | verse of Scripture, spoken by Jesus: You shall 
7You shall love they neighbour as | love your neighbour as thyself. 
thyself. 

15 But if you bite and devour one | But if your fight and try to devour one another, 
another, take heed that you not | then watch out that you are not devoured 
be consumed by another. yourself by someone else. 

16 Therefore, this I say unto you: | Therefore, obey only the Holy _ Spirit’s 
8Walk in the Spirit , and °you | instructions; He will tell you where to go and 
Shall not fulfil the lusts (desires) | what to do, and then you will no longer be 
of the flesh. tempted to do wrong things that your evil 

nature still wants you to do. 

17 | For *°the flesh lusts against the | For there is a continual battle between our 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the | natural sinful self, and the Spirit of God which 
flesh, and these two things are | now lives inside of us. The natural man wants 
contrary to one another, so that | to continue to live in sin, whilst the spiritual 
41yo9u cannot do the things that | part wants to obey God’s Spirit indwelling our 
you would. lives. These two spiritual forces within us are 

continually fighting each other, trying to gain 
control over us, and our wishes are never free 
of this constant pressure. 

18 | BUT, if you are “led by the Spirit, | But if you are led by the Spirit of God, then you 
you are not under the law. belong to God, and are therefore no longer 

under the Law. 

19-21 | Now the works of the flesh are Paul clearly identifies the things which people 
manifest, which are these: do, which are things of the flesh. He then 
Adultery, fornication, unclean- makes a clear statement. They who do these 
ness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, things, shall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, That is, unless they repent, turn from their 
emulations, wrath, strife, ways and come back to God through the Blood 
seditions, heresies, envyings, of Jesus Christ. 
murders, drunkenness, 
revellings and such like, Of the 
which I have told you in times 
past, that they who do these 
things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 


1 See verse 
2 See 4:29, 
3 See 1:8-9 
4 See verse 


3 > 4 Corinthians 8:9 

© Matthew 7:12; 22:40, See 6:2 
7 Leviticus 19:18; Romans 13:9 
1 . Romans 1:1,4 


6:12 


° Th]~ fulfil not 
10 Romans 7:23 
11 Romans 7:15,19 
12 Romans 8:14 


20 


22-23 | But ‘the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance: ?against 


such there is no law. 


Work at them in reverse order, until you work 
up to perfection ~ which s Love, because God 
is LOVE. 


Here Paul identifies the GIFT (singular) of the Spirit, in priority order, with LOVE being the 
highest priority. 

Therefore, we must start from the lowest gift, (Temperance ~ self control) and work up 
to the highest, Because you cannot have Love, unless you first have Joy and peace .... 
If you examine the 9 sections of the fruit Gift, you will see that there are 3 that relate to 
oneself. [Temperance, meekness, faith], and then there are 3 which relate to “how we relate 
to others, [goodness, gentleness, and longsuffering]. Only after we have achieve all-of these 
6 sections of the gift in our live can we move up to our relationship with the Lord, namely 


[peace, joy, and love]. 


Verse Verse Description Verse comments 

24 And they that are Christ’s *have | And they that are in Christ Jesus, have willingly 
crucified the flesh with the | surrendered their passions on the cross, to be 
affections and lusts. pure and holy before God. 

25 Tf we live in the Spirit, then let | [IF] we live in the Spirit, [THEN] let us also 
us also walk in the Spirit. testify to others, by walking in the Spirit also. 

26 Let us not be desirous of vain | THEN we will not need to look for honours and 
glory, provoking one another, or | popularity, which only lead to jealousy and 
envying one another. hard feelings. 


CHAPTER SIX: PAUL GLORIFIES IN CHRIST ALONE. 


Verse Verse Description Verse Comments 

1 Brethren, ’if a man be overtaken | Dear Brothers, If a Christian is temped and 
in a fault, you, ®which are | overcome by a sin, the ones who are godly, 
spiritual, restore such a one °in | should gently and humbly help him back onto 
the “spirit of |©meekness”; | the right path once again, remembering that 
considering thyself, lest you also | next time, it maybe one of you, who have fallen 
be tempted. away onto the wrong path. 

2 10Bear one another’s burdens, | Share each others trials and burdens, and so 
and *!so fulfil **the law of Christ. | fulfil the commandments of Jesus Christ. 

3 For if a man think of himself to be | If anyone thinks that this commandment from 
something, when (in fact) he is | Jesus is below His “assumed status”, then he is 
nothing, he deceives himself. fooling himself, and he is in fact a nobody, in 

God's eyes. 


: Ephesians 5:9 

? Colossians 3:12 

3 4 Timothy 1:9 

. Romans 6:6; see verse 6 


> [h]~ passions 

© 2 Corinthians 11:13 
7 Th]~ although 

By Corinthians 3:1 


94 Corinthians 4:21 
10 Romans 15:1 

11 See 5:14 

12 john 13:34 


But let every man ‘prove” his 


own work, and then shall he have 
rejoicing in himself alone, and 
not in another. 


Let everyone be sure that they are doing their 
very best for Jesus, for then he will have 
personal satisfaction of work well done, and he 
will not need to compare himself with someone 
else. [Or one church compare themselves to 
another church; because they know that they 
have done the very best they possibly could, to 
fulfil God’s corporate calling on their particular 
Church, to expand His kingdom, here on earth] 


For 7every man shall bear his 
own burdens. 


For every man shall bear his own burdens, 
because everyone knows that no-one _ is 
perfect, on this earth. 


Let him that is taught in the word 
3communicate unto him that 
teaches in all good things. 


Those who are taught the Word of God should 
help their teachers, by paying them. 


Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked! For whatsoever a man 
sows, that shall he also reap. 


Do not be misled; remember that you cannot 
ignore God and get away with it: A man will 
always reap just the kind of crop he sows! If he 
sows in hate, he will not reap in joy. 


For he that sows to his flesh 
reaps corruption: but he that 
sows to the Spirit, shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting. 


And °let us not be weary in well 
doing: for is due season we shall 
reap, °if we faint not. 


If a person sows to satisfy his own earthly 
desires, he will be planting seeds of evil, and 
he will reap a harvest of spiritual decay and 
death: but if he plants the good things of the 
Spirit, he will reap the everlasting life which the 
Holy Spirit gives him. 


And let us not be weary in going about doing 
good, for in due season, we shall reap a harvest 
of blessings, provided we endure until the end. 


10 


As we therefore have an 
opportunity, ’let us do good unto 
ALL men, especially unto them 
who are of ®%the household of 
faith. 


Whenever we get an opportunity, we should do 
good to others, especially our Christian 
brothers & sister. 


11 


You see how large a letter I have 
written to you °with my own 
hand. 


I have written the last part of this letter to you 
with my own hands. See how large I have to 
write these letters. 


12 


10As many as desire to make a 
fair show in the flesh, they 
constrain you to be circumcised; 


only ‘lest they should suffer 
persecution for the cross of 
Christ. 


Those false teachers of yours who are trying 
to convince you to be circumcised, are doing it 
for just one reason: so that they can be 
popular, and avoid the persecution that they 
would get, it they admitted that through the 
cross of Christ alone, is there salvation. 


1 4 Corinthians 11:28 
2 Romans 14:12 

3 4 Corinthians 9:14 
4 2 Corinthians 9:6 


6 


> 2 Thessalonians 3:13 

Hebrews 10:36 

7 1 Thessalonians 5:15; 1 
Timothy 6:18 


. Ephesians 2:19; 3 John 5 
° 1 Corinthians 16:21 
10 2 Corinthians 11:13 
11 See 5:11 
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13 


For neither they themselves who 
are circumcised, keep the law: 
but desire to have you 
circumcised, that they may glory 
in your flesh. 


Even these false teachers who submit to 
circumcision, don’t try to keep all-of the other 
Levitical laws; but they want you to be 
circumcised, so that they can boast that you 
are their disciples. 


14 


But God forbid ‘that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world. 


As for me, God forbid that I should boast about 
anything, except the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Because of that cross, my interest in all- 
of the attractive things of the world, was killed 
long ago, and the world’s interests in me are 
also long dead; 


15 


*For in Christ Jesus, neither 
circumcision, avails anything, nor 
uncircumcision, but %a new 
creature. 


It does not matter whether we have been 
circumcised or not; what really matters is 
whether we have been changed into a new 
creation in Christ Jesus; that He now abides 
and dwells within us. 


16 


And as many as ‘walk according 
to this rule, °peace be on them, 
and mercy, and upon “the Israel 
of God. 


May the God of peace and mercy be upon all- 
of you who live by this principle, and upon 
those everywhere, who are really God’s own 
Children. 


17 


From henceforth, let no man 
trouble me: for ’7I bear in my 
body, the marks of the Lord 
Jesus. 


From now on, please don’t argue with me about 
these things, for I carry on my body the scars 
of the whippings and wounds from the enemies 
of Jesus Christ that mark me as His slave. 
[Remember, Jesus received 39 stripes on His 
body, but Paul received the 39 stripes, 5 times, 
during his ministry, fulfilling what the Holy 
Spirit told Ananias, that Paul was chosen to 
suffer for the ministry. ] 


18 


Dear brothers, may the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. Amen. 


Dear brothers, I sign off with this blessing; 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be 
with you all. Amen. 


Sincerely Paul, 
Unto the Galatians, written from prison in Rome. 


: Philippians 3:3,7-8 
2 See 5:6 


3 John 3:5,7; 2 Corinthians 
5:17; Ephesians 2:15 
4 Philippians 3:16 


5 Psalm 125:5 

5 Romans 9:7-8 

” 2 Corinthians 1:5; 11:23-25 
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